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ANNCR: 

A NEW RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM HERE IN WASHINGTON SEEMS TO BE 
A SUCCESS BOTH WITH THE COMMUTERS WHO HAVE BEEN RIDING IT AND 
WITH THE CRITICS WHO HAVE BEEN ASSESSING IT, BUT IT'S PROBLEMATICA 
WHETHER THE WASHINGTON "METRO" WILL BE IMITATED BY OTHER CITIES 
IN THIS COUNTRY. CHRIS KERN REPORTS. 
VOICE: 

WASHINGTON'S FANCY NEW RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM FINALLY HAS 
SUCCEEDED IN UNITING THIS FEDERAL DISTRICT WITH THE SUBURBAN AREAS 
IN THE SURROUNDING STATES OF MARYLAND AND VIRGINIA, THE HIGH~ 
SPEED METROPOLITAN RAILWAY IS PART SUBWAY, PART SURFACE, AND CALLED 
"METRO" BY LOCAL RESIDENTS IN UNCONSCIOUS IMITATION OF THE PARIS 
TRANSIT SYSTEM. IT SEEMS TO HAVE OVERCOME A NUMBER OF 
MECHANICAL PROBLEMS THAT MADE SERVICE ERRATIC IN ITS FIRST 
MONTHS OF OPERATION, AND IT IS INCREASINGLY CONSIDERED A 
SUCCESS. BUT, IRONICALLY, IT MAY TURN OUT TO BE THE LAST SYSTEM 
OF ITS KIND TO BE BUILT IN THE UNITED STATES. 

METRO WAS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE AN ATTRACTIVE ALTERNATIVE 
TO THE COMMUTER'S PRIVATE CAR. EACH MORNING, HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS OF SUBURBAN RESIDENTS FLOOD INTO DOWNTOWN WASHINGTON -~- 
MANY OF THEM IN CARS THAT CONTAIN NO ONE EXCEPT THE DRIVER. 

EVERY EVENING, THE RUSH HOUR IS REPEATED IN THE OPPOSITE 
DIRECTION, IT'S A FAMILIAR PATTERN TO PEOPLE WHO LIVES NEAR 
CITIES THROUGHOUT THE INDUSTRIAL WORLD, METRO, WITH LINES 
RADIATING OUT INTO THE SUBURBS FROM THE CENTER OF TOWN, IS 
SUPPOSED TO BE FAST ENOUGH TO COMPETE WITH THE AUTOMOBILE, 
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WHICH OFFERS CONVENIENCE AT THE PRICE OF ALMOST DAILY PARTICIPATION 
IN RUSH-HOUR TRAFFIC JAMS. 

THE SAME CLAIM WAS MADE FOR THE HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM 
THAT OPENED IN SAN FRANCISCO A FEW YEARS AGO, AND IT SEEMS NOT 
TO HAVE PROVED OUT, BUT THE EARLY INDICATIONS ARE THAT SOME 
WASHINGTON COMMUTERS HAVE SWITCHED FROM PRIVATE CARS TO RAPID 
TRANSIT. IN A RECENT NEWSPAPER SURVEY, A THIRD OF THE RIDERS 
QUESTIONED SAID THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN COMMUTING BY CAR OR TAXICAB 
IF THE TRAINS DID NOT EXIST, AND ALMOST ALL THE OTHER RIDERS 
SAID THEY PREFERRED THE TRAIN TO OTHER FORMS OF PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION, 

COPT) THE WASHINGTON METRO IS EVEN AN ARCHITECTURAL SUCCESS. 
ITS EXPANSIVE, ARCHED, UNDERGROUND TERMINALS ARE A STRIKING 
CONTRAST TO THE DARK, NARROW TUBES MOST SUBWAYS RUN IN, THE 
SAME ARRANGEMENT HAS BEEN USED IN ALL THE UNDERGROUND TERMINALS -- 
THE ABOVE-GROUND TERMINALS HAVE THEIR OWN CONSISTENT STYLE -- AND 
ONCE A RIDER HAS USED THE SYSTEM, IT'S RELATIVELY EASY TO 
UNDERSTAND THE LAYOUT OF ANY OF HE STATIONS, THE ARCHITECTURAL 
CRITIC OF THE NEW YORK TIMES, PUTTING CIVIC RIVALRY ASIDE, CALLED 
METRO "MONUMENTAL AND GRACIOUS" -- "ONE OF THE BEST-LOOKING 
THINGS IN THE CAPITAL." CEND OPT) 

BUT SUCCESS HAS NOT COME EASY, ORIGINALLY ESTIMATED TO 
BE A TWO AND ONE=HALF THOUSAND MILLION DOLLAR PROJECT, METRO 
HAS ALREADY COST MORE THAN FOUR THOUSAND MILLION. ITS 
ARCHITECTURAL GRANDEUR IS THE RESULT OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS 
TO THE CAPITAL CITY -- WASHINGTON'S OWN TAX REVENUES PROBABLY 
COULDN'T HAVE BUILT ANY RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM AT ALL, MUCH LESS 
ONE LIKE METRO -~ AND FEDERAL OFFICIALS NOW WANT TO SKIP SOME 
OF THE ARCHITECTURAL FRILLS IN THE PART STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 
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THE RISING COST OF METRO MAY HAVE EVEN MORE DRASTIC EFFECTS. 
A GROWING NUMBER OF FEDERAL AND LOCAL OFFICIALS ARE WONDERING 
ALOUD WHETHER THE ENTIRE 160-KILOMETER SYSTEM CAN BE BUILT. 
WHATEVER THEIR ULTIMATE DECISION, ALMOST NO ONE EXPECTS 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO FUND TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS ON THIS 
SCALE IN THE FUTURE. RISING ENERGY COSTS CERTAINLY PROVIDE 
THE INCENTIVE FOR A SWITCH FROM CARS TO PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION, 
BUT RISING CONSTRUCTION COSTS PROBABLY HAVE PUT SUBWAYS OUT OF 
REACH. MOST CITIES IN THIS COUNTRY CAN'T EVEN CONTEMPLATE NEW 
URBAN RAIL SYSTEMS WITHOUT A SUBSTANTIAL PART OF THE COST BEING 
PAID BY WASHINGTON, AND SO THIS CAPITAL'S RAPID TRANSIT 
SUCCESS STORY COULD TURN OUT TO BE THE COUNTRY'S LAST. 
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